[A case of fatal graft-versus-host disease following blood transfusion in esophageal cancer documented by homozygous changes of HLA typing].
A 72 year-old Japanese male with esophageal cancer underwent esophagectomy. After seemingly uneventful recovery, he developed high fever on 11 post-operative day (POD), rashes over the whole body on 13 POD and leukopenia on 15 POD. On 22 POD, thrombopenia and parenchymal bleeding of lungs were noted. He died on 26 POD after progressive hypoxia and hypotension. HLA type of peripheral lymphocytes on him changed homozygously to that of the transfused fresh blood. Skin biopsy showed mild leukocyte infiltration in the epidermis and the dyskeratotic keratinocytes were associated with a contiguous lymphocyte, the so-called satellite cell necrosis. In the findings of autopsy, aplastic bone marrow and atrophied spleen, whose weight was 14g, were noted. Based on the clinical picture, skin biopsy and HLA study findings, we diagnosed this case as post-transfusion GVHD. We think that high age, operative injury and preoperative irradiation might be inducement to reveal post-transfusion GVHD in this case.